
Biography 

Esther Giles Nampitj inpa is a distinguished Austral ian First Nations artist whose work 
has garnered signif icant recognition in the realm of contemporary Indigenous art.   
Born around 1945 in the remote region of Haasts Bluff,  Northern Territory, 
Nampitj inpa belongs to the Pintupi people. Her journey from a tradit ional upbringing 
to becoming a celebrated artist reflects a deep connection to her heritage and a 
commitment to preserving and sharing the stories of her culture through her art.  

Nampitj inpa’s early l i fe was steeped in the customs and tradit ions of her people. 
Growing up in the vast desert landscapes, she was immersed in the rich oral histories 
and cultural practices that defined her community. Her family played a crucial role in 
her upbringing, with elders passing down knowledge about the land, survival ski l ls,  
and the intr icate stories of their ancestors. This cultural foundation would later 
become the cornerstone of her art ist ic expression. 

Before turning to art,  Nampitj inpa led a l i fe typical of many Indigenous women of her 
generation. She worked in various roles, including as a domestic worker and in 
community services, to support her family. These experiences, combined with her 
deep cultural roots, eventually inf luenced her art ist ic journey. It  was not unti l  the late 
1980s and early 1990s that Nampitj inpa began to paint, joining the burgeoning 
Indigenous art movement that sought to bring tradit ional stories to contemporary 
audiences. 

Nampitj inpa’s art is characterized by its bold use of color and intr icate dotting 
techniques, a hallmark of Western Desert art.  Her paintings often depict the sacred 
sites, Dreamtime stories, and landscapes of her ancestral land. Each piece is a visual 
narrative, encapsulating the spir itual and cultural signif icance of the places and 
stories she portrays. The meticulous dots and l ines in her work create a sense of 
movement and depth, drawing viewers into the rich tapestry of her cultural heritage. 

One of the defining aspects of Nampitj inpa’s work is her abil ity to convey complex 
cultural narratives through abstract forms. Her paintings are not merely 
representations of the physical world but are imbued with layers of meaning and 
spir itual signif icance. This abil ity to blend the tangible with the intangible has made 
her work highly regarded both within her community and in the broader art world. 

Her paintings have been exhibited in major galleries and museums across Austral ia 
and abroad, including the Art Gallery of New South Wales, the National Gallery of 
Austral ia, and the Museum of Contemporary First Nations Art in the Netherlands. 
These exhibit ions have played a pivotal role in raising awareness about Indigenous art 
and culture, showcasing the richness and diversity of First Nations artist ic tradit ions.
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Nampitj inpa’s contribution to art extends beyond her own creations. As an elder in her 
community, she plays a vital role in passing down cultural knowledge to younger 
generations. Through her art and mentorship, she ensures that the stories and 
tradit ions of the Pintupi people continue to thrive. Her work is a bridge between the 
past and the present, a testament to the enduring power of cultural heritage. 

In recognition of her contributions to Indigenous art and culture, Nampitj inpa has 
received numerous accolades and awards. Her paintings are sought after by collectors 
and institutions, reflecting their art ist ic and cultural value.  
Despite her success, Nampitj inpa remains deeply connected to her roots, drawing 
inspiration from the land and stories that have shaped her l i fe. 

Esther Giles Nampitj inpa’s legacy is one of resi l ience, creativity, and cultural pride. 
Her art not only celebrates the beauty and depth of Indigenous tradit ions but also 
serves as a powerful medium for cultural preservation and storytel l ing.  
Through her vibrant paintings, Nampitj inpa continues to inspire and educate, leaving 
an indelible mark on the landscape of contemporary Austral ian art.  

Selected Collections 

James McCourt Collection, USA  
The Kelton Foundation, USA  
The Lagerberg-Swift Collection  
The Luczo Collection, USA  
The Kerry Stokes Collection, Austral ia 
The Corrigan Collection, Austral ia 
Private Collections, Austral ia and Overseas 

Selected Exhibit ions 

2024 
    Ladies from Papunya ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, Amsterdam, The Netherlands  

2023 
    Pintupi Way ,  The Dri l l  Hall  Gallery, funded by the Austral ian National University, 
    Canberra, Austral ia 
    Papunya Tula WOMEN ,  Harvey Art Projects, Sun Valley, USA 

2022 
    Origins ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, New York, USA 

2021 
    Country in Mind ,  curated by Christopher Bassi,  Caboolture Regional Art Gallery,  
    Queensland, Austral ia 

2020 
    ORIGINS, Austral ian Aboriginal Art from the SmithDavidson Collection ,  Amsterdam,  
    The Netherlands 

2018 
    Salon des Refusés 2018 ,  Charles Darwin University Art Gallery, Darwin, Austral ia 
    Western Desert Sublime: The Craig Edwards Gift to the Anu ,  Dri l l  Hall  Gallery,  
    Canberra, Austral ia 

2017 
    Tarnanthi Festival 2017 ,  Art Gallery of South Austral ia, Adelaide, Austral ia 
    Modern Masters ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, Miami, USA 
    National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is lander Art Awards (NATSIAAs) ,  Museum and  
    Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin, Austral ia 
    Desert Mob Exhibit ion  2017 ,  Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    Wynne Prize 2017, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Austral ia 
    Parrt j ima - A Festival in Light 2017 ,  Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    Wisdom & Nature: In Aid of Le Ciel Foundation ,  Phil l ips New York, New York, USA 

2016 
    National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is lander Art Awards (NATSIAAs) ,  Museum and 
    Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin, Austral ia 

2015 
    Tarnanthi Festival 2015 ,  Art Gallery of South Austral ia, Adelaide, Austral ia 

2014 
    Dreamings: Austral ian Aboriginal Art meets DeChirico ,  Museo Carlo Bilotti ,   
    Aranciera di Vi l la Borghese, Italy 
    ART & INTERIOR Modern Aboriginal Art ,  Marcel Wolterinck, Laren, The Netherlands 

2013/14 
    Vivid Memories - An Aboriginal Art History,  Musée d’Aquitaine, Bordeaux, France 

2011 
    TRA, Edge of Becoming ,  Palazzo Fortuny, 54th edit ion La Biennale di Venezia, Italy;  
    Also published and i l lustrated in catalogue


