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(Indigenous Australian (Pintupi), 1930 - 2011)

Biography

Senior Pintupi artist Makinti Napanangka was a renowned Australian First Nations
artist from the Pintupi language group. She was born at Mangarri, near Lake
Macdonald, on the border of the Northern Territory and Western Australia.
Makinti is widely celebrated for her vibrant, abstract paintings that reflect the rich
traditions of her people and the sacred stories of her land.

Makinti Napanangka spent her early life living a traditional, nomadic lifestyle with
her family, moving across the desert. It wasn’t until the late 20th century that she
settled in the community of Kintore, following the establishment of government
settlements in the region.

She was one of the original women who joined in the mid-1990s the artistic
movement at Papunya Tula Arts, the crucible of contemporary Indigenous painting.
Developing from the painting assistance many women already provided to their male
relatives in Balgo, Warmun and Utopia in the mid-1980s, some art centres began to
encourage works made independently by female artists, almost twenty years after
the expressions of the Western Desert artists.

The late flowering of female painting at Papunya was fostered by workshops and
cultural exchanges between the women of the settlement at Walungurru (Kintore)
and their kinswomen at lkuntji Women’s Centre at Haasts Bluff.

Here, Napanganka and her peers pioneered a new form of Western Desert painting
characterised by free-form expressive brushwork, strong saturated colours and richly
textured surfaces. Diverging from the men’s schematic and austere paintings of
Dreaming Law, the women’s vital and radiant paintings express the jubilation of
ceremonies at sacred sites on Country, a daring second wave of artistic revolution.

Makinti Napanangka was quickly established as one of the most senior women
painting with Papunya Tula, which she officially joined as a shareholder and
independent artist in 1996. Throughout her career, Makinti exhibited widely, both
nationally and internationally, becoming one of Australia's most respected
contemporary artists.



Her work is held in major collections, including in 2000, where her innovative and
energetic work was included in the major retrospective exhibition Papunya Tula:
Genesis and Genius at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, and in 2003, in
the Clemenger Contemporary Art Award at the National Gallery of Victoria. In 2008,
Napanangka won the prestigious Telstra National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
Art Award, her untitled painting of Lupulnga acclaimed by judge Judy Watson for its
‘inner light, and [it] outshines everything else.’

Makinti continued painting until her passing in 2011. Today, she is remembered for

her significant contribution to the Western Desert art movement and her role in
elevating Indigenous art on the global stage.
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