
Biography 

Senior Pintupi art ist  Makint i  Napanangka was a renowned Austral ian First  Nations 
art ist  f rom the Pintupi language group. She was born at Mangarr i ,  near Lake 
Macdonald, on the border of  the Northern Terr i tory and Western Austral ia.   
Makint i  is  widely celebrated for her v ibrant,  abstract paint ings that ref lect the r ich 
tradit ions of her people and the sacred stor ies of  her land.  

Makint i  Napanangka spent her ear ly l i fe l iv ing a tradit ional ,  nomadic l i festyle with 
her family,  moving across the desert .  I t  wasn’t  unt i l  the late 20th century that she 
sett led in the community of  Kintore,  fol lowing the establ ishment of  government 
sett lements in the region. 

She was one of the or iginal  women who joined in the mid-1990s the art ist ic  
movement at  Papunya Tula Arts,  the crucible of  contemporary Indigenous paint ing. 
Developing from the paint ing assistance many women already provided to their  male 
relat ives in Balgo, Warmun and Utopia in the mid-1980s,  some art  centres began to 
encourage works made independently by female art ists ,  a lmost twenty years after 
the expressions of the Western Desert  art ists .  

The late f lowering of female paint ing at Papunya was fostered by workshops and 
cultural  exchanges between the women of the sett lement at  Walungurru (Kintore)  
and their  k inswomen at Ikunt j i  Women’s Centre at Haasts Bluff .   
Here,  Napanganka and her peers pioneered a new form of Western Desert  paint ing 
character ised by free-form expressive brushwork,  strong saturated colours and r ichly 
textured surfaces.  Diverging from the men’s schematic and austere paint ings of 
Dreaming Law, the women’s v i ta l  and radiant paint ings express the jubi lat ion of 
ceremonies at  sacred s i tes on Country,  a dar ing second wave of art ist ic  revolut ion. 

Makint i  Napanangka was quickly establ ished as one of the most senior women 
paint ing with Papunya Tula,  which she off ic ia l ly  joined as a shareholder and 
independent art ist  in 1996. Throughout her career,  Makint i  exhibited widely,  both 
nat ional ly and internat ional ly,  becoming one of Austral ia 's  most respected 
contemporary art ists .  

Makinti  Napanangka 
( Indigenous Austral ian (Pintupi) ,  1930 - 2011)



Her work is  held in major col lect ions,  including in 2000, where her innovat ive and 
energetic work was included in the major retrospect ive exhibit ion Papunya Tula:  
Genesis and Genius at  the Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney, and in 2003, in 
the Clemenger Contemporary Art  Award at the National  Gal lery of  Victor ia.  In 2008, 
Napanangka won the prest igious Telstra National  Aboriginal  & Torres Strait  Is lander 
Art  Award, her unt i t led paint ing of Lupulnga acclaimed by judge Judy Watson for i ts  
‘ inner l ight,  and [ i t ]  outshines everything else. ’  

Makint i  continued paint ing unt i l  her passing in 2011. Today, she is  remembered for 
her s ignif icant contr ibut ion to the Western Desert  art  movement and her role in 
elevat ing Indigenous art  on the global  stage. 

Selected Col lect ions 

National  Gal lery of  Victor ia,  Melbourne, Austral ia 
Museum and Art  Gal lery of  the Northern Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia  
Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney, Austral ia 
Araluen Art  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia 
Queensland Art  Gal lery,  South Br isbane, Austral ia 
Par l iament House Col lect ion, Austral ia 
Macquarie Group Col lect ion, Austral ia 
Counihan Gal lery,  Melbourne, Austral ia 
Charles Darwin Univers i ty,  Darwin,  Austral ia 
Gri ff i th Univers i ty Art  Col lect ion, Br isbane, Austral ia 
Shel l  Aboriginal  Art  Fund Col lect ion 
The Henderson Family Col lect ion, Sydney, Austral ia 
Owen Wagner Col lect ion of Austral ian Art  
The Peter El l iot  Col lect ion, Sydney, Austral ia 
Hank Ebes Col lect ion, Melbourne, Austral ia 
The Luczo Family Col lect ion, USA 
Hood Museum of Art ,  Dartmouth Col lege, Hanover,  USA 
Corr igan Col lect ion, Sydney, Austral ia 
Kluge Ruhe Aboriginal  Art  Col lect ion of the Univers i ty of  Virginia,  V irginia,  USA 

Selected Exhibit ions 

2023 
    Pintupi  Way ,  The Dri l l  Hal l  Gal lery,  funded by the Austral ian National  Univers i ty,   
    Canberra,  Austral ia  
    Papunya Tula WOMEN ,  Harvey Art  Projects,  Sun Val ley,  USA 

2022 
    Innovat ion in Three Parts  |  Araluen Arts  Col lect ion ,  Araluen Arts  Centre,   
    Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    The Women's Show ,  Harvey Art  Project ,  Sun Val ley,  USA 
    I r r i t i t ja  Kuwarr i  Tjungu |  Past  & Present Together:  50 Years of  Papunya Tula  
    Art ists ,  Part  2 ,  Kluge-Ruhe Col lect ion,  Univers i ty  of  V irginia,  Charlottesvi l le,  USA  

2021  
    Lineage & Legacy ,  Araluen Arts  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  

2019 
    Desert  Painters of  Austral ia  -  f rom the Steve Mart in & Anne Springf ield  
    Col lect ions and Kluge-Ruhe Col lect ion of  the Univers i ty  of  V irginia ,  Larry  
    Gagosian Gal lery,  New York,  USA 
    Contemporary Austral ian Aboriginal  Art :  a  curated select ion ,  SmithDavidson  
    Gal lery,  Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

2018  
    Pintupi  – Paint ings f rom the Masters Of the Western Desert ,  Harvey Art  Projects  
    USA, Sun Val ley,  USA 

2016  
    Art ist 's  Hand: Col lectors'  Eye -  The Angel  Gift ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,   
    Melbourne,  Austral ia  
    Tarnanthi  – Fest ival  of  Contemporary Aboriginal  And Torres Strait  Is lander  
    Art ,  Art  Gal lery of  South Austral ia ,  Adelaide,  Austral ia  

2012/13  
    Crossing Cultures,  The Owen and Wagner col lect ion of  Contemporary Aboriginal   
    Austral ian Art ,  Toledo Museum of Art ,  Toledo; Hood Museum of Art ,  Hanover,  USA 



2013  
    Papunya Tula Art ists :  Masters Of the Western Desert ,  Harvey Art  Projects  
    USA, Sun Val ley,  USA 

2012  
    Ancestral  Modern,  Austral ian Aboriginal  Art  f rom The Kalplan & Levi   
    Col lect ion,  Seatt le Art  Museum, Seatt le,  USA 
    Crossing Cultures’  The Owen and Wagner col lect ion of  Contemporary  
    Aboriginal  Austral ian Art ,  Hood Museum of Art ,  Hanover,  USA 

    All  Our Relat ions ,  18th Biennale of  Sydney,  Museum of Contemporary Art ,   
    Sydney,  Austral ia  

    PTA 40th Anniversary Show ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Unique Perspect ives – Papunya Tula Art ists  And the Al ice Springs  
    Community ,  Araluen Art  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  

2010 
    Papunya Tula Women's Art ’ ,  Mait land Regional  Gal lery,  Mait land,  Austral ia  
   

2009  
    Pro Community -  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Kunstwerk,  Eberdingen-Nussdorf ;  Art   
    Bar71,  Ber l in;  VDMA, Frankfurt ;  Artkelch,  Freiburg,  Germany 
    Mythology & Real i ty :  Contemporary Aboriginal  Art  From The Gabriel le Pizz i   
    Col lect ion ,  TarraWarra Museum of Art ,  Healesvi l le,  Austral ia  
   

2008  
    Virtuosity :  The Evolut ion of  Paint ing at  Papunya Tula ,  The Kluge-Ruhe  
    Aboriginal  Art  Col lect ion of  the Univers i ty  of  V irginia,  Charlottesvi l le,  USA 
   

2007  
    Solo:  Makint i ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Gifted:  Contemporary Aboriginal  Art ,  The Mol l ie Gowing Acquis i t ion Fund,  
    Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
   

2005/6  
    Luminous -  Contemporary Art  f rom The Austral ian Desert ,  Bathurst  Regional   
    Gal lery,  Bathurst ;  Manning Regional  Art  Gal lery,  Taree;  Grafton Regional  Art   
    Gal lery,  Grafton;  Manly Art  Gal lery and Museum, Sydney,  Austral ia   
   
2006 
    Dreaming Their  Way ,  Nat ional  Museum of Women in the Arts ,  Washington,  USA 
    Yawulyurru kapal i lu palyara nint i lpayi ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  

2005  
    Aboriginal  V is ion in Contemporary Austral ian Art ,  Wright Exhibit ion Space,   
    Seatt le,  USA 

2004/5 
    Celebrat ing 20 Years,  Telstra National  Aboriginal  & Torres Strait  Is lander Art   
    Award,  t ravel l ing exhibit ion ,  Wol longong City Art  Gal lery,  Wol longong; Cairns  
    Regional  Gal lery,  Cairns;  Nat ional  Archives of  Austral ia ,  Canberra;  RMIT Univers i ty,   
    Melbourne,  Austral ia  
   

2004  
    Mythology & Real i ty ,  Heide Museum of Modern Art ,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
    Colour Power -  Aboriginal  Art  Post  1984 ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,   
    Austral ia  
   

2003  
    Internat ional  Abstralact ion:  Making Paint ing Real ,  Seatt le Art  Museum,  
    Seatt le,USA 
    Solo:  Makint i  Napanangka – A Painter ,  Utopia Art  Sydney,  Austral ia  
   

2002 
    Solo:  Recent Paint ings ,  Gal lery Gabriel le Pizz i ,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
   

2001  
    Spir i tual i ty  and Austral ian Aboriginal  Art ,  Comunidad de Madrid tour ing  
    exhibit ion,  Spain 
    Dreamtime: the Dark and the Light ,  Kunst  der Gegenwart ,  Sammlung Essl ,   
    V ienna,  Austr ia 
    Dreamscapes-Contemporary Desert  Art ,  Most ings Hus,  Frederiksberg,  Denmark 
    Desert  Flowering ,  Manawatu Art  Gal lery,  North Is land,  New Zealand 
    Aborigena ,  Palazzo Br icherasio,  Tur ino,  I ta ly  
    Solo:  Makint i  Napanangka:  new paint ings ,  Utopia Art  Sydney,  Austral ia  
   

2000 
    Papunya -  Tula Genesis  and Genius ,  Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney,  
    Austral ia  
    Solo:  Makint i  Napanangka:  New Vis ion ,  Utopia Art  Sydney,  Austral ia  
   

1999  
    Moet & Chandon Touring Exhibit ion ,  RMIT Gal lery,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
   

1998  
    14th Telstra NATSIAA, RMIT Univers i ty,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
   

1997 
    Museum and Art  Gal lery of  the Northern Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia  
   

1996 
    Museum and Art  Gal lery of  the Northern Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia


