
Biography 

Marcel  Pinas,  a prominent Sur inamese art ist ,  is  celebrated for his  profound impact 
on contemporary art  and his dedicat ion to preserving the cultural  her i tage of the 
Maroon community in Sur iname. Born on March 26, 1971, in Pelgr imkondre, a smal l  
v i l lage in the Marowijne distr ict  of  Sur iname, Pinas has r isen to internat ional  acclaim 
through his unique art ist ic  expressions that blend tradit ional  Maroon elements with 
contemporary art  forms. 

Marcel  Pinas grew up in an environment steeped in the tradit ions and customs of the 
Maroon people,  descendants of  enslaved Afr icans who escaped and formed 
independent communit ies in the Sur inamese rainforest.  This r ich cultural  her i tage 
profoundly inf luenced his worldview and art ist ic  direct ion. Pinas’  ear ly l i fe in the 
vi l lage provided a deep connect ion to nature,  community r i tuals,  and tradit ional  
crafts ,  a l l  of  which later became central  themes in his  work.  Pinas pursued his formal 
art  educat ion at the Nola Hatterman Inst i tute in Paramaribo, Sur iname’s capital ,  
where he was exposed to a var iety of  art ist ic  techniques and phi losophies.  To further 
hone his ski l ls ,  he attended the Edna Manley Col lege of the Visual  and Performing 
Arts in Kingston, Jamaica.  These academic experiences broadened his art ist ic  
perspect ive and equipped him with the technical  prof ic iency to explore complex 
themes through his art .  

Marcel  Pinas began his professional  art ist ic  career in the late 1990s,  quickly gaining 
recognit ion for his  dist inct ive sty le that merges tradit ional  Maroon moti fs  with 
modern art ist ic  expressions.  His work often incorporates symbols and mater ia ls  f rom 
the Maroon culture,  such as pangi c loth,  a tradit ional  fabr ic,  and Afaka scr ipt,  a 
syl labary developed by the Maroons.  Through these elements,  Pinas seeks to 
celebrate and preserve his cultural  her i tage whi le addressing contemporary issues.  

One of the central  tenets of  Pinas’  phi losophy is  the bel ief  in art  as a tool  for social  
change and cultural  preservat ion. He often states that “art  must serve the 
community,” a pr inciple evident in both his individual  works and his broader 
projects.  Pinas’  art  is  not merely an aesthet ic endeavor but a means to foster cultural  
awareness,  educat ion, and community development.

Marcel Pinas 
(Sur inamese,  born 1971)



Pinas’  body of work spans var ious mediums, including paint ing, sculpture,  
instal lat ion art ,  and publ ic art  projects.  One of his  most notable instal lat ions is  
"Kibi i  Wi Koni" (Protect Our Knowledge),  which consists of  a ser ies of  large wooden 
panels engraved with Afaka scr ipt.  This work is  a poignant commentary on the 
erosion of cultural  knowledge and a cal l  to preserve the l inguist ic her i tage of the 
Maroon community.  

In addit ion to his individual  pieces,  Pinas has been involved in several  s ignif icant 
exhibit ions and art  projects worldwide. His works have been showcased in prominent 
gal ler ies and museums, such as the Stedel i jk  Museum in Amsterdam, the Museum of 
Contemporary Afr ican Diasporan Arts in New York,  and the Havana Biennial  in Cuba. 
These exhibit ions have introduced Pinas’  art  to a global  audience, foster ing greater 
appreciat ion for Sur inamese culture and the issues facing the Maroon people.  

Beyond his individual  art ist ic  achievements,  Marcel  Pinas is  a lso a dedicated 
community act iv ist .  In 2009, he founded the Kibi i  Foundation and the Tembe Art 
Studio (TAS) in 2010, in Moengo, a town in the Marowijne distr ict .  These init iat ives 
aim to promote cultural  educat ion, provide art  t ra ining for young people,  and 
st imulate economic development through creat ive industr ies.  

The Tembe Art Studio serves as a hub for art ists  f rom Suriname and abroad, 
faci l i tat ing cultural  exchange and art ist ic  col laborat ion. I t  has hosted numerous 
workshops, residencies,  and exhibit ions,  s ignif icant ly contr ibut ing to the cultural  and 
social  revital izat ion of the Moengo region. Pinas’  v is ion for these projects ref lects 
his  commitment to using art  as a catalyst  for posit ive change in his  community.  

In recognit ion of his  contr ibut ions to art  and culture,  Pinas has received several  
awards and honors,  including the Royal  Decorat ion of Knight in the Order of  Orange-
Nassau from the Netherlands in 2010. This accolade underscores his  impact not only 
within Sur iname but also on the internat ional  stage. 

Marcel  Pinas’  journey from a smal l  v i l lage in Sur iname to the global  art  world is  a 
testament to his ta lent,  dedicat ion, and vis ion. Through his art ,  he has created a 
dialogue between tradit ion and modernity,  local  and global  perspect ives.  His efforts 
to preserve and promote Maroon culture whi le addressing broader social  issues 
highl ight the transformative power of art .  As an art ist  and community leader,  Pinas 
continues to inspire and make a last ing impact,  ensur ing that the r ich cultural  
her i tage of the Maroon people remains v ibrant and relevant for future generat ions.  
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