
Biography 

Warlimpirrnga Tjapalt jarr i  was born around 1958, east of Kiwirkurra in Western 
Austral ia. Unti l  1984, at an age of approximately 25, Warl impirrnga and his family 
l ived a tradit ional nomadic l i fe, with no contact to or knowledge of the outside world. 

In late 1984, the international headlines were f i l led with the ’discovery’ of this last 
group of Austral ian First Nations who had managed to retain their tradit ional l i festyle 
in complete isolation unti l  the late 20th century. These so-called ’ last of the nomads’ 
or ‘ lost tr ibe’ of nine Pintupi walked in from the bush west of Lake Owen that year 
and, for the f irst t ime, came into contact with western civi l ization.  

Six of these nine First Nations people became artists: Warl impirrnga, Thomas, Walala, 
Yukult j i ,  Yalt i  and Tjakaria. From these six, Warl impirrnga was the f irst who started 
painting after careful ly observing other art ists from the community at Kiwirkurra paint 
for a long time. Consequently, within three years, Warl impirrnga transformed from a 
nomad with a simple tradit ional l i festyle to one of the leading artists from the 
Papunya Tula Artists collective. In 1987, he completed his f irst painting for Papunya 
Tula Artists and in 1988 he held his f irst exhibit ion in Melbourne, at Gabriel le Pizzi 
Gallery.  The entire collection was purchased and donated to the National Gallery of 
Victoria.  

Warl impirrnga paints primari ly in two styles: he makes extensive use of geometric 
shapes to depict the stories of the Tingari or he uses l ines made up of careful ly 
placed dots in his Dreamings that depict holy Lake Mackay, a site of which he is one 
of the custodians. He uses the same dot-technique as other Pintupi art ists l ike his 
brothers, Walala and Thomas.  

In Aboriginal  terms, the Tingari  are the mythical  ancestors of  the Pintupi f rom the 
Dreaming who wandered the earth performing r i tuals,  giv ing l i fe to and physical ly 
shaping the landscape and i ts  inhabitants.  Everything on earth obeys the laws that 
have been formulated by the Tingari .  The meaning of Tingari  paint ings are mult iple,  
but the content of  these ancient stor ies remain largely the exclusive knowledge of 
the init iated men. Warl impirrnga’s paint ings often depicts ta l i  t juta  (many sandhi l ls )  
and kapi  (c lay pans)  of  the Maruwa area West of  Lake McKay and Kalpart i  which l ies 
further south.  

Warlimpirrnga Tjapalt jarr i  
( Indigenous Austral ian (Pintupi) ,  born 1958)



In a minimal l inear style, the artist depicts a particular site known as Minatapinya, a 
large swamp south of Maruwa which is where Tingari men camped as they travelled 
east towards Wilkinkarra (Lake McKay) in Western Austral ia. The area is known for the 
Water Snake that travelled through this way in the mythical creation time, the snake 
entered the water and now l ives under ground. According to the artist,  the wavey l ines 
mark the watery areas that are found around Lake MacKay. 

“I tasted the sugar and i t  tasted so sweet,   
l ike the Kulun Kulun f lower.” 

Despite the late start of his career, Warl impirrnga is widely considered one of the 
most important contemporary First Nations artist.  His work has appeared in several 
prominent galleries and museums in Austral ia and around the world, including the 
National Gallery of Victoria, Musée du quai Branly Paris, and Pérez Art Museum Miami 
(PAMM). Warl impirrnga travels back and forth between Alice Springs and his native 
land around Kiwirrkurra. 
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2023 
    Dreaming with your Eyes Open ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, Amsterdam,  
    The Netherlands 

2022 
    Origins ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, New York, USA 
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    Papunya 50 Years, 1971 - 2021 ,  SmithDavidson Gallery, Amsterdam,  
    The Netherlands 
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2020 
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    SmithDavidson Gallery, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
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2015 
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2014 
    The 38th Alice Prize, Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 

2013 
    Recent Works ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    Desert Mob 2013 ,  Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 

2012 
    Visual Rhythm ,  Cross Cultural Art Exchange, Darwin, Austral ia 
    Unique Perspectives: Papunya Tula Artists and the Alice Springs Community ,   
    Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    Desert Mob 2012 ,  Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
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2011 
    Recent Pintupi Works ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 

2010 
    Wilkinkarralakutu - Journeys to Lake Mackay ,  Cross Cultural Art Exchange, Darwin, 
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2009  
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    Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
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    Our Stories ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
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    Adelaide Biennale of Austral ian Art: Handle With Care ,  Art Gallery of South  
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2007 
    Pintupi - Mixed Exhibit ion ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 

2006 
    Land Marks ,  National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Austral ia 

2005 
    Pintupi Artists ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    22nd Telstra NATSIAA, Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, Darwin,  
    Austral ia 

2004 
    Talking About Abstraction ,  Ivan Dougherty Gallery, University of New South  
    Wales, Sydney, Austral ia 
    Pintupi Artists ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, Austral ia 
    Native Tit le Business - Contemporary Indigenous Art ,  Koorie Heritage Trust,  
    Melbourne; Gippsland Art Gallery, Sale; Carnegie Gallery & Salamanca Arts  
    Centre, Hobart; Ararat Gallery, Ararat; University of Tasmania, Austral ia 
    Looking Closely at Country ,  Ivan Dougherty Gallery, College of Fine Arts, The  
    University of New South Wales, Sydney, Austral ia 

2002/03 
    Native Tit le Business - Contemporary Indigenous Art ,  Toowoomba Regional Art  
    Gallery, Queensland; Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, Townsvil le; Noosa Regional  
    Gallery, Tewantin; National Museum of Austral ia, Canberra; Cooloola Shire Public  
    Gallery, Gympie; Cairns Regional Gallery, Cairns; Queensland Museum, Brisbane;  
    Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum, Gladstone; Duaringa Shire Art Gallery,  
    Blackwater, Austral ia 

2001 
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2000 
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    Papunya Tula: Genesis and Genius ,  Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney,  
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1999 
    Exhibit ion with Ray James Tjangala, Melbourne, Austral ia 

1996  
    C.A.A.A.C.E., Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, Austral ia 

1991/92  
    Friendly Country, Friendly People ,  Touring Exhibit ion, Araluen Art Centre, Alice  
    Springs, Austral ia 

1990 
    L'Été Austral ien à Montpell ier ,  Musée Fabre Gallery, Montpell ier, France  

1989 
    Mythscapes ,  National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Austral ia


