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Biography 

Jeff  Koons was born in York,  Pennsylvania in 1955.   
He studied at  the Maryland Inst i tute Col lege of  Art  in Balt imore and 
the School of  the Art  Inst i tute of  Chicago. He received a BFA from 
the Maryland Inst i tute Col lege of  Art  in 1976.  Koons l ives and works 
in New York City.    
 
S ince his  f i rst  solo exhibit ion in 1980,  Koons’s  work has been shown 
in major gal ler ies and inst i tut ions throughout the world.  
His  Celebrat ion  sculptures were the subject  of  exhibit ions on the 
rooftop of  the Metropol i tan Museum of Art  in New York and at  the 
Neue National  galer ie in Berl in.  Château de Versai l les opened i ts  
doors to a l iv ing art ist  for  the f i rst  t ime with Jeff  Koons:  Versai l les,  
where a select ion of  his  works were presented within the Grand 
Apartments.  The Whitney Museum of American Art  has presented 
the most comprehensive survey of  Koons’s  career,  Jeff  Koons:  A 
Retrospect ive ( through October 19,  2014) ,  which traveled to the 
Pompidou Centre Par is  and to the Guggenheim Museum Bi lbao in 
2015.   

Koons earned renown for  his  publ ic  sculptures,  such as the 
monumental  f loral  sculpture  Puppy   (1992) ,  shown at  Rockefel ler  
Center and permanently  instal led at  the Guggenheim Bi lbao.  
Another f loral  sculpture,  Spl i t -Rocker   (2000) ,  previously instal led at  
the Papal  Palace in Avignon, Château de Versai l les,  and Fondation 
Beyeler  Basel .  Jeff  Koons has received numerous awards and honors 
in recognit ion of  his  cultural  achievements.  Notably,  Koons 
received   the Governor’s  Awards for  the Arts  “Dist inguished Arts  
Award” from the Pennsylvania Counci l  on the Arts ;  President 
Jacques Chirac promoted Koons to Off ic ier  de la Legion d’Honneur.  

Most recent ly,  Secretary of  State Hi l lary Rodham Cl inton honored 
Koons with the State Department’s  Medal  of  the Arts  for  his  
outstanding commitment to the Art  in Embassies Program and 
internat ional  cultural  exchange. Koons has been a board member of  
The Internat ional  Centre for  Miss ing & Exploited Chi ldren ( ICMEC) 
s ince 2002,  and co-founded the Koons Family  Internat ional  Law and 
Pol icy Inst i tute with ICMEC; for  the purpose of  combating global  
issues of  chi ld abduct ion and exploitat ion and to protect the world’s  
chi ldren.  
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R is ing to prominence from the East  V i l lage scene of  1980s New York,  
Jeff  Koons stands as one of  the most recognizable art ists  of  the late 
20th and ear ly  21st  centur ies.  Koons combines the legacy of  Marcel  
Duchamp’s readymade, the Pop aesthet ic of  Andy Warhol ,  and the 
industr ia l  embrace of  Minimal ism to create works that elevate the 
low-brow and kitsch to a scale of  monumental i ty  worthy of  the art  
histor ical  canon.  Whether i t ’s  the massive,  shining bal loon animals of  
the “Celebrat ion” ser ies or  the pr ist ine porcelain statuary of  Michael  
Jackson and his  pet monkey,  Bubbles,  Koons’s  works are immediately 
recognizable,  even i f  their  s incer i ty  remains unclear.  
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