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(Dutch, 1934 - 2005)

Biography

Gerard Verdijk originally came from Boxmeer in the southern part of
The Netherlands, but lived in The Hague from the late 1950's until
he moved to the French countryside in 1994. In the 1950s and 60s he
was part of a vibrant and innovative Hague art scene, which artist
Theo Bitter once referred to as ‘The Hague's answer to CoBrA'.

During that time Verdijk joined Fugare, a group of artists that also
included Jaap Nanninga and Willem Hussem. He had previously
taken part in a group exhibition, Hague Artists (1959), at
Kunstmuseum Den Haag. Critics soon dubbed all this innovative
activity in The Hague the ‘New Hague School’. Although Verdijk
always went his own way, he was an integral part of that
exceptionally creative period in The Hague.

In his career Verdijk created works on paper and canvas
interchangeably, his work always explored the contradictions in
universal concepts and continued to be influenced by the post war
abstract movements as he lived in Paris in 1956 & 1957, taking
classes at the Académie de la Grande Chaumiere with Alberto
Giacometti and at the Académie André Lhote with Serge Poliakoff.
In Paris Verdijk also associated himself with Conrad Kickert, Kees
van Dongen, Fred Klein & Marie Raymond and their son Yves Klein.

In 1991 the artist visited Japan; his second visit was the following
year, in which his philosophical approach to his work was deepened
resulting in a stronger connection between the depicted objects and
the negative space around them.



Further travels took Verdijk to Africa and North America; he noticed
in a visit to New Mexico in 1991 how native American symbols
corresponded strongly to Celtic symbols from Europe. He was
fascinated by the fact that so vastly different and distant cultures
used these similar shapes; another defining moment in his artistic
practice. His late paintings show a great restraint in minimalist
compositions, yet they are filled with layered and sensuous color
fields that fill the voids around solid objects and shapes, which - in
turn - are often inspired by these ancient cultures Verdijk had
encountered during his travels. A duality materialised between
concrete objects and the oppositional void that surrounds them;
between the shadows and the objects that cast them.

In 1994 Gerard Verdijk made the conscious decision to move to an
isolated community in the Dordogne in central France to further
explore these influences he had encountered over the previous
years, still he continued to travel often and also to exhibit his works
internationally. In his practice he continued to experiment with
sculpture, often using glass, steel and other reflecting materials, yet
his canvases are most profound during this later period. Signifying a
true maturation of Gerard Verdijk's artistic practice.

Verdijk had solo exhibitions at Kunstmuseum Den Haag in 1972, and
at the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam in 1993. His work has also been
shown in Japan, France, the United States and ltaly. Retrospectives
of his works have been held at the KunstMuseum Den Haag in 2020,
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam in 1993/94, Noord Brabants Museum
Den Bosch in 1998, and at Museum Dordrecht in 2017. Museum
Dordrecht holds the largest museum collection of the artist and also
held the artist’'s major overview in 1999 in honour of Gerard Verdijk's
65th anniversary.
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